STRUGGLE   FOR   INDEPENDENCE

of them was able ever to force from his lips the decisive
word they expected. He smiled politely down upon his
interlocutors, and his mouth remained sealed for ever.

But there was one man alive who refused to wait,
an ardent and impatient warrior in the spirit's cause,
resolute in his determination to cut the Gordian knot.
This doughty knight was named Uirich von Hutten, the
"Knight who fought against Death and the Devil/' the
Archangel Michael of the German Reformation. He
had looked up to Erasmus as to a father, trustingly and
lovingly. Passionately devoted to humanistic ideas, the
young man's most heartfelt desire was that he might
become "the Alcibiades of this new Socrates"; he had
laid his very life in Erasmus's hands, 4*in summa, if the
gods vouchsafe it to me, and if you are long spared to
be the honour of Germany, I am willing to leave all in
order to be at your side.31 Erasmus, who was invariably
susceptible to admiration, reciprocated by joyfully
accepting this "peculiar lover of the Muses," for he
delighted in the glowing youth of the man who had sung
rapturously like a lark at heaven's gate, "0 sagculum, 0
littera! jfuzat tivere!" How confident is this exclamation,
"It is a joy to be alive !?J Erasmus had hoped to train the
stripling to solid scholarship and to make of him a new
master of the sciences. Soon, however, political activities
had severed pupil from teacher; the airless rooms and
the bookish knowledge of the humanists became too
confined for Hutten. The young knight, son of a knight,
drew the gauntlet 6n once more; he no longer wanted
to wield the pen but a sword against pope and clerics.
Although he had won his laureate's crown for Latin
verse, he flung this foreign tongue aside in order that
he might in the German vernacular summon his fellows
to the fight for German evangelical teaching;
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